RESOLUTION
NO. R-09- 248 

CITY HALL: _MAY 21,2009
BY:
COUNCILMEMBER MIDURA
SECONDED BY:

WHEREAS, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita were the greatest natural and manmade disasters in the history of the United States, which affected hundreds of thousands of individuals and their families, and which destroyed billions of dollars worth of city infrastructure and private investment in the City of New Orleans and its neighboring parishes; and

WHEREAS, the federal government, through multiple legislative acts, has authorized the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), to design and construct infrastructure that achieves 100-year level risk reduction and improves the overall hurricane protection for the region immediately, recognizing the need to achieve superior protection in the future; and

WHEREAS, the USACE, Mississippi Valley Division, New Orleans District, is planning to construct new permanent pump stations and closures at or near the mouths of the outfall canals operating in series with the existing Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans pump stations to prevent storm surges from entering the outfall canals; and

WHEREAS, on the fourth of May, the USACE released its draft Individual Environmental Report for the Permanent Protection System for the Outfall Canals Project on 17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and London Avenue Canals (IER #5), and extended a period of public comment for thirty days from the date of the report’s release; and


WHEREAS, the USACE maintains that all possible pump locations and designs contained within the IER #5 achieve the same level of flood protection and risk reduction, but some of the designs have a greater impact on the quality of life in the surrounding, primarily residential, neighborhoods; and 

WHEREAS, the IER #5 contains multiple options for each pump station location, but embraces a “design-build” strategy, which creates significant confusion over the public’s ability to conceptualize the proposed plan before it is let; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed location of the 17th St. Canal pumping station could require the confiscation and re-development of all or part of the land upon which Coconut Beach, a successful business enterprise and quality of life enhancing entity, currently operates, NOW THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, notwithstanding past resolutions passed by this body in favor of adopting so called Option 2, or 2a, (R-09-147), that within this period of public comment on the IER #5 document, we call upon the USACE to adopt a plan that both achieves maximum flood protection from storm surge and rain water, and also leaves the smallest possible environmental footprint in the neighboring human and natural environments.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in order to achieve this goal, the USACE construct pump station designs using technology and aesthetics (such as low-rise pump technology) and pump station locations (away from the lakefront and farther up the mouths of the canals) which incorporate neighborhood-friendly concepts into the final designs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, assuming that maximum flood protection can be achieved at an alternate location, the USACE adopt a plan to build the 17th Street Canal pumping station which does not require confiscation and re-development of the land upon which Coconut Beach currently operates. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Council shall forward a certified copy of this resolution to Gib Owen of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the New Orleans delegation to the Louisiana Legislature, the Louisiana Delegations to the United States Congress and C. Ray Nagin, the Mayor of the City of New Orleans.
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED. 
