RESOLUTION
NO. R-09-288 

CITY HALL: June 18, 2009
BY:
COUNCILMEMBER FIELKOW
SECONDED BY:

WHEREAS, the Mississippi River moves about 500 million tons of cargo each year, making the Port of New Orleans, ideally located on the 14,500 mile Mid-America inland waterway system, America’s gateway to the global market; and


WHEREAS, New Orleans has since its inception been a center for international trade in North America in part because it benefits from natural advantages on which the City must capitalize as part of a long-term plan for economic development; and


WHEREAS, a Booz Allen Hamilton study commissioned by Greater New Orleans, Inc. and the Baton Rouge Area Chamber and presented to the Council’s Special Development Projects and Economic Development Committee on June 11, 2009 has enumerated several creative ways by which Southeast Louisiana can optimize the international trade potential of its ports; and


WHEREAS, among the primary challenges facing the various port-associated institutions are their competing interests and their subsequent lack of a clear, strategic focus; and


WHEREAS, Louisiana House Bill (HB) No. 779 would assist the Port of New Orleans in achieving a unified, regional approach to governance by adding an extra representative from St. Bernard Parish and two Plaquemines Parish representatives to the independent board that oversees the harbor; and


WHEREAS, at present, the ports of New Orleans and its environs are not equipped for potential increases in container volume and do not possess the requisite warehouse space needed for growth of the maritime industry; and

WHEREAS, similar to the lack of cohesion in regional ports’ governing structure, the region does not maintain a consistent marketing strategy that targets specific goods and services, global alliances, and industry sectors; and 


WHEREAS, Louisiana House Bills Nos. 215 and 744 would stimulate development and activity in, not to mention publicity for, South Louisiana’s maritime industry by incentivizing investment in local ports by businesses that will develop infrastructure (HB 215) and trade internationally (HB 744); NOW THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, that the Council believes that regional governance, a cohesive marketing strategy, and infrastructure improvements are the keys to reaching the seemingly limitless potential of the ports of the Southeast Louisiana and thus supports Louisiana House Bills No. 215, 744, and 779 and their efforts to achieve the economic development and trade goals of the Greater New Orleans area.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of Council shall forward a certified copy of this resolution to Governor Bobby Jindal and the New Orleans delegation to the Louisiana Legislature. 
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED. 
