RESOLUTION
NO. R-09-284
CITY HALL:   June 18, 2009
BY:
COUNCILMEMBER FIELKOW
SECONDED BY:

WHEREAS, healthcare is a basic human right that should be afforded to all who seek it without discrimination or delay; and


WHEREAS, the field of medical ethics is in part based on the principle that physicians should treat patients according to the scientific evidence available and not their subjective moral opinions; and


WHEREAS, Louisiana House Bill No. 517 seeks to protect from legal and job repercussions public healthcare providers who refuse to treat patients due to their “medical conscience,” potentially depriving many patients of legitimate, legal treatments due to physicians’ predisposed standards of good and bad; and


WHEREAS, the federal Civil Rights Act, the Hippocratic Oath, and professional standards already protect providers with moral or religious objections; and

WHEREAS, if House Bill 517 were passed, the financial consequences for the State of Louisiana and its healthcare system could be dire, with medical malpractice cases that could bankrupt the State a possibility; and 

WHEREAS, medical service providers have no monetary excuse, as President Obama recently rescinded a late-hour President Bush executive order that would have cut federal funding to thousands of healthcare entities that did not specifically grant accommodations to workers who refused care based on moral or religious beliefs; and 


WHEREAS, certain sections of the bill are redundant and unnecessary, as they address procedures that are illegal in Louisiana, such as human cloning, euthanasia, and physician-assisted suicide, others that are not required, such as abortion, and others that are regressive, limiting procedures that utilize stem-cell research; and

WHEREAS, by potentially limiting the number of doctors and pharmacists to whom a patient can turn, House Bill 517 poses a severe threat to populations, especially those in rural areas, that have few medical service options; and 


WHEREAS, this legislation clearly prioritizes religious and moral beliefs over the medical needs of patients, NOW THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS that that the Council opposes Louisiana House Bill No. 517 and urges all members of the Louisiana State Senate to vote against the passage of this legislation; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk send copies of this resolution to members of the New Orleans delegation to the Louisiana Legislature. 
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED. 
