RESOLUTION
NO. R-09-50 

CITY HALL: February 5, 2009
BY:
COUNCILMEMBER FIELKOW
SECONDED BY:

WHEREAS, the citizens of New Orleans continue to suffer the loss resulting from widespread damages cause by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita; and


WHEREAS, among most significant of these losses has been the severe damage and destruction of many owner-occupied and rental homes in New Orleans; and


WHEREAS, the Disaster Housing Assistance Program (DHAP) has provided much needed relief to those New Orleanians who could not otherwise afford housing in the New Orleans area which by estimates provided by U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has a Fair Market Rent sixty-nine percent higher than pre-Katrina rents; and

WHEREAS, the DHAP program is scheduled to end February 28, 2009 threatening to leave the majority of the 16,802 households in Louisiana currently receiving DHAP assistance without a viable means to safe affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, of these 16,802 households, 8485 reside in New Orleans; and
WHEREAS, according to the most recent data from HUD, of these 16,802 households, approximately 7,000 may be eligible for Housing Choice Vouchers, which will provide critical support for the elderly and disabled, and only 3,000 are estimated to be at a “low risk” for homelessness, meaning that approximately 7,000 remaining families reliant on DHAP will not be served after February 28; and

WHEREAS, in September 2008 the State of Louisiana through The Louisiana Recovery Authority (LRA) formally requested that HUD extend the DHAP program; and

WHEREAS, in December 2008 LRA again formally requested that FEMA extend the DHAP program; and


WHEREAS, on January 16, 2009, HUD and FEMA denied LRA’s request to extend DHAP, causing great concern that thousands of Louisiana DHAP beneficiaries still suffering the impacts of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita once again face imminent disruption of their lives; and 

WHEREAS, it is the deepest sense of the Council that residents still recovering from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita should not again be subjected to further displacement from their homes; NOW THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS that its hereby strongly urges The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and FEMA to take immediate action to extend for one year the DHAP program for Louisiana residents still in need after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution be sent to Mr. Paul Rainwater, Executive Director of LRA, Mr. Shaun Donovan, Secretary of HUD, Ms. Nancy Ward, Acting Administrator of FEMA, Ms. Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security and to each member of the Louisiana Congressional delegation. 
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED. 
