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CITY OF NEW ORLEANS

CITY HALL:  July 10, 2008
CALENDAR NO. 27,069
NO.          ____       MAYOR COUNCIL SERIES

BY:
COUNCILMEMBER FIELKOW


AN ORDINANCE to amend paragraph (a) of Section 2-12 of the Code of the City of New Orleans to require that public bodies of the City of New Orleans including but not limited to the Council, boards, commissions, public trusts, public benefit corporations, special districts, committees, subcommittees, and panels or committees making recommendations or providing evaluations in connection with the city’s competitive selection process for professional services conduct open meetings in accordance with the Louisiana Public Meetings Law; to require that such public bodies comply with the Louisiana Public Records Act; and otherwise to provide with respect thereto.

CODING:  Words underlined are added.

SECTION 1.  THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS HEREBY ORDAINS, That Paragraph (a) of Section 2-12 of Chapter 2 of the City Code is hereby ordained to read as follows:

“Section 2-12.  Notices of meetings of public bodies of the City of New Orleans.
(a) The purpose of this section is to supplement the provisions of the Louisiana Public Meetings Law, R.S.  42:4.1, et seq., by requiring that meeting notices of public bodies of the City Government be posted at a location on the first floor of City Hall in addition to any location required by state law.  This section applies to the City Council, the executive branch, and all boards and commissions recognized, created or authorized by or pursuant to the City Charter or ordinance, and committees or subcommittees thereof, including advisory committees, and to public trusts,  public benefit corporations,  special districts, including all such entities involved in the City’s competitive selection process and other public bodies whose board members are appointed or approved by the Mayor or City Council.  This section shall also apply to all City Government public bodies including those located outside of City Hall. All public bodies of the City of New Orleans, including but not limited to the City Council, the executive branch, and all boards and commissions recognized, created, or authorized by or pursuant to the City Charter or ordinance, and committees or subcommittees thereof, including advisory committees, and public trusts, public benefit corporations, special districts, and all such entities involved in the City’s competitive selection process, including panels or committees making recommendations or providing evaluations for professional services, and any other public bodies whose board members are appointed or approved by the Mayor or City Council shall conduct open meetings in accordance with the Louisiana Open Meetings Act and Section 2-1120 of the City Code, and particularly paragraph (11)(u), regarding the Office of Inspector General  The records of public bodies of the 
City shall be public records available to the public in accordance with the Louisiana Public Records Act, R.S. 44:1 et seq.  Except in cases of declared public emergencies, the 
City Attorney shall not approve any professional services contract and the Director of Finance shall make no payments unless a contract is awarded in compliance with this section.     
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