RESOLUTION
NO. R-09-155 

CITY HALL: April 2, 2009
BY:
COUNCILMEMBERS FIELKOW, CARTER AND WILLARD-LEWIS

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Secretary of Health and Hospitals has announced to the leadership of the Louisiana Legislature that the State Administration plans to reject millions of dollars in federal stimulus package funds designed to provide health benefits to Louisiana’s poor, uninsured and underinsured; and


WHEREAS, these funds are designed to extend the period of coverage for Transitional Medical Assistance (TMA) health care benefits to those leaving welfare and entering the workforce, and to also provide more money for disproportionate share funding (DSH), much of which benefited the Charity Hospital system; and

WHEREAS, failure to participate in expansion of the TMA may serve as a disincentive to citizens leaving Welfare to join the workforce, or may impede their ability to find or retain gainful employment due to poor health or inadequate health coverage; and

WHEREAS, post-Kartina, New Orleans has lost a number of hospitals and other critical health care facilities resulting in overburdening of the remaining facilities, including those privately owned, which are now facing dire financial conditions attributable, in large measure, to the treatment of poor, underinsured and uninsured patients; and

WHEREAS, DSH funding is critical to supplement operational costs of existing and planned new medical facilities, including a new hospital in New Orleans East and the potential new LSU/VA hospitals, that predominantly service the poor, underinsured and uninsured; and


WHEREAS, according to statistics for 2008 published by the United Health Foundation, Louisiana ranked 50th overall among all states, down from 49th in 2007, in the health of our citizens; and


WHEREAS, among the fifty states, Louisiana has historically ranked at or near the bottom in health related statistics, strongly suggesting a need for increased medical benefits and health care; and


WHEREAS, acceptance of stimulus funds may provide the State with revenues vital to improving the health care of the citizens of Louisiana, the results of which may produce long-term public benefits and cost savings far exceeding any additional, intermediate financial costs to the State; and 

WHEREAS, it is the sense of The Council that thorough public vetting of, and input on the decision to reject these funds are essential prior to any final determination by the State of Louisiana; and

WHEREAS, among the alternatives worth investigating includes possibilities for developing agreements between the State and local governments to assign DSH stimulus funds to local governments that may be able provide local funding for any required match; NOW THEREFORE, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS that the Governor of Louisiana is requested to reconsider the State Administration’s decision to reject stimulus funds for Medicare and increased disproportionate share funding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council also requests decisions on these matters be made in consultation with the affected populations, and that public meetings be held throughout the State, including New Orleans, thus enabling State policy makers to hear first-hand the impact that such actions will have on health services in Orleans Parish and on the rest of Louisiana. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Council shall forward a certified copy of this Resolution to Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals Secretary Alan Levine, the New Orleans delegation to the Louisiana Legislature and to the New Orleans delegation to the United States Congress.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED. 
