RESOLUTION
NO. R-09-153
CITY HALL:   April 2, 2009 
BY:
COUNCILMEMBERS FIELKOW, MIDURA AND HEDGE-MORRELL

WHEREAS, availability and accessibility of mental health services promote stability within the civilian population that is most at risk; and 


WHEREAS, the City of New Orleans faces unique mental health circumstances within the State of Louisiana due to its high poverty rate, high levels of social inequality, and widespread trauma that results from these conditions and the trauma of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita; and

WHEREAS, the New Orleans Adolescent Hospital provides critical mental health services to a population of citizens that have limited access to comprehensive treatment; and 


WHEREAS, the New Orleans Adolescent Hospital is the only public sector facility in New Orleans to provide comprehensive inpatient and outpatient services for children and adolescents; and


WHEREAS, the New Orleans Adolescent Hospital inpatient services admitted 700 people in 2008; and


WHEREAS, before Hurricane Katrina there were 364 inpatient psychiatric beds in New Orleans, but the proposed closure of the New Orleans Adolescent Hospital will lower that number to 133 beds; and

WHEREAS, projected savings by closing the New Orleans Adolescent Hospital and consolidating in-patient services to the State facility in Mandeville, due to the incremental costs of transport, will not be as robust as the consolidation plan projects; and


WHEREAS, the consolidation plan was developed with minimal public input by the affected populations, NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, That it urges the Governor of Louisiana, Bobby Jindal, to reconsider the plan to close in-patient services at the New Orleans Adolescent Hospital and relocate them outside of Orleans Parish.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Council requests that any plan going forward with respect to the closure of the New Orleans Adolescent Hospital be made in consultation with the affected populations of the plan, and that public meetings be held in New Orleans regarding the State plan, thus enabling State policy makers to hear first-hand the impact that such actions will have on mental health services in Orleans Parish.
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED. 
