MOTION
M-08-577


CITY HALL:   October 16, 2008
BY:  COUNCILMEMBERS CARTER, MIDURA AND FIELKOW

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of New Orleans is committed to making New Orleans a safer city and rebuilding an effective, efficient and just criminal justice system through progressive and innovative best practices; and
WHEREAS, in order for the criminal justice system to be just, effective and efficient, it must be comprised of highly functioning independent agencies that are fully integrated into a cohesive and comprehensive system; and
WHEREAS, the Orleans Public Defenders (OPD) is a crucial component of the Orleans Parish criminal justice system; and 

WHEREAS, a strong public defender office will save criminal justice resources by challenging the strength of cases early in the process, ensuring that only strong cases move forward and weak cases do not overburden the system; and

WHEREAS, good public defenders ensure that court proceedings are fair and accurate, thus increasing public confidence in the system, decreasing the expenses associated with endless appeals; and

WHEREAS, ninety percent (90%) of the accused in Orleans Parish are indigent, the OPD has a constitutional mandate to provide legal defense for indigent defendants, and an adequately funded and staffed public defender office is essential in order to prosecute and dispose of cases; and 

WHEREAS, the projected OPD 2009 caseload in the Criminal District Court is 14,586 cases and the caseload for Municipal and Traffic Courts is approximately 37,440 cases per year; and
WHEREAS, at current funding and staffing levels, OPD lawyers must shoulder caseloads that far exceed the constitutionally mandated caseload standards as established by the National Advisory Commission on Criminal Justice Standards, the American Council of Chief Defenders, and the Louisiana Public Defender Board; and 

WHEREAS, given the caseload burden described herein, the OPD will not be able to meet minimum constitutional standards for providing indigent defense for the accused in Orleans Parish; now therefore
BE IT MOVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, that the Council of the City of New Orleans strongly encourages the state to fund Orleans Public Defenders at a level that will enable them to meet constitutionally mandated standards as set by the Louisiana Public Defender Board.

BE IT FURTHER MOVED, that a copy of this motion be transmitted to the Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of the State of Louisiana; Senator Joel T. Chaisson, II, President of the Louisiana State Senate; Jim Tucker, Speaker of the Louisiana House of Representatives; Frank X. Neuner, Jr., Chair of the Louisiana Public Defender Board; and Jean Faria, Chief State Public Defender.

THE FOREGOING MOTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF, AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:
YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE MOTION WAS ADOPTED.
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