RESOLUTION

NO. R-08-622
CITY HALL:   NOVEMBER 20, 2008

BY:
COUNCILMEMBERS CLARKSON AND HEAD
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AN APPLICATION TO THE STATE OF LOUISIANA FOR THE CREATION OF THE “SOUTH BROAD STREET CULURAL DISTRICT.”

WHEREAS, Act 298 of the 2007 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature authorizes Local Governing Authorities, including the City of New Orleans, to create Cultural Districts as a mechanism for community revitalization through the creation of hubs of cultural activity; and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, Office of Cultural Development is authorized to develop criteria for cultural districts and determine whether or not a proposed Cultural District meets those criteria; and
WHEREAS, only a Local Governing Authority is authorized to submit an application for the designation and certification of a Cultural District; and

WHEREAS, a “Local Governing Authority” is defined by LAC 25:I§1101 as “the governing authority of the Parish in which the Cultural District is located unless the district is located in a municipality, in which case “Local Governing Authority” shall mean the governing authority of the municipality”; and

WHEREAS, the City of New Orleans is “Local Governing Authority” for purposes of submitting applications for the designation and certification of a Cultural District that is located exclusively within Orleans parish; and
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, Office of Cultural Development has promulgated administrative rules which set forth the procedures by which the City of New Orleans is entitled to submit applications to designate and certify a specified geographic area as a Cultural District; and
WHEREAS, within the boundaries of a state-certified Cultural District, several tax incentives may be available including (1) a sales tax exemption on the sale of certain original works of art, (2) individual income tax credits for eligible expenses incurred during the rehabilitation of certain owner-occupied residential or owner occupied mixed use structures, and (3) income and corporate franchise tax credits for eligible expenses incurred during the rehabilitation of certain historic structures; and

WHEREAS, the City of New Orleans has selected a geographic area that is generally comprised of the territory within the following boundaries and as set forth in the attached map:

Northern Boundary: the southern side of Inter-State 10 from S. Carrolton to the eastern side of S. Broad; 

Southern Boundary: the northern side of S. Galvez from MLK to Delachaise then on S. Miro between Delachaise and Napoleon Ave.;

Western Boundary: the eastern side of Napoleon Ave from N. Miro to S. Broad, then S. Dupre from S. Broad to Eden Street, to Gayoso to Eve to S. Rendon to MLK Ave. to S. Jeff Davis Ave to Erato to S. Clark to Clio to S. Genois to Palm to Broadway to Drexel to S. Carrolton to Inter-State 10;

Eastern Boundary: the western side of S. Broad from I-10 to Earhart Blvd., then Earhart between S. Broad and S. Dorgenois, then S. Dorgenois to MLK then MLK to S. Galvez;

which the City of New Orleans believes meets the criteria for the creation of a Cultural District and can fully utilize the tax incentives made available within said Districts; and 

WHEREAS, the “South Broad Street Cultural District” is located entirely within the City of New Orleans; thereby establishing the City of New Orleans as the proper entity to submit an application for the certification and designation of the above described geographic area as a Cultural District.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS THAT, the Council:
1.
Supports and endorses the submission of an application to the Louisiana 



Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, Office of Cultural Development 


to designate the “South Broad Street Cultural District” as a state-certified Cultural 

District within the boundaries as set forth within this resolution; and

2.
Supports the creation, administration, and promotion of the “South Broad Street Cultural District,” once established as a state-certified Cultural District, by the Office of Recovery and Development Administration and its duly authorized district liaison, Broadmoor Improvement Association; and 
3.
Strongly encourages all City employees to support and cooperate with efforts to 


compile all necessary information and data required for the application and all 


subsequent reporting necessary for the administration of the Cultural District; and

4.
Requests all affected citizens and businesses to support and promote activities


consistent with the purposes of the “South Broad Street Cultural District.”
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED.
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