RESOLUTION

NO. R-08-246
CITY HALL:  May 15, 2008
BY:
COUNCILMEMBERS HEDGE-MORRELL, FIELKOW AND MIDURA
WHEREAS, the City of New Orleans is located in a unique and sensitive ecological region;

WHEREAS, current and projected changes to the climate have the potential to increase the intensity of storms in the Gulf and create increased risk for the City and its residents;

WHEREAS, the City’s long-term vitality is dependent on protecting and restoring the ecological integrity of the region and maintaining the stability of the climate;

WHEREAS, green building is a strategy for the design and construction of buildings that reduces harmful impacts on the local, regional, and global environment;

WHEREAS, green building generates operating savings by reducing energy and water use and increasing the durability of buildings;

WHEREAS, green building protects the regional and global environmental and ecological systems by encouraging the use of recycled-content, resource efficient and renewable building materials;

WHEREAS, a growing number of cities nationally have adopted green policies for municipal and private sector construction;

WHEREAS, green buildings provide a demonstrably healthier learning environment through improved ventilation, superior natural lighting, and use of non-toxic materials, as shown by reduced absenteeism due to respiratory ailments and significant improvement on standardized tests;

WHEREAS, green building technology in schools serves as an invaluable teaching tool for educating the next generation about the importance of ecological sustainability;

WHEREAS, students are entitled to a safe and healthy school environment, and studies have indicated that student achievement is greater and attendance higher when the learning environment is naturally lit, comfortable and well maintained;

WHEREAS, the City reviewed the US Green Building Council Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) rating system and determined it to be the most suitable standard to achieve a meaningful level of green building in City buildings and in private sector development; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council that the council conceptually supports the Green Building Program which includes the following requirements and actions:

1. All new public schools constructed in the City shall be designed, constructed and certified at a minimum of the US Green Building Council’s LEED Certification level.

2. All major renovations shall be designed and constructed according to the City’s criteria for green schools or to a basic LEED Certification level.

3.  Ensure student performance and staff health and well being, through measures such as daylight, use of non toxic –emitting materials and sound insulation or isolation to minimize noise and enhance acoustical quality in the classroom

4. Schools should employ design and construction strategies that minimize operation costs, including energy and water efficiency; and

5. Minimizing the impact of the school districts operations on the environment, through for example, the installation or purchase of renewable energy resources such as solar, and maximizing the beneficial use of storm water runoff

6. The City may establish identical incentives for school construction projects that achieve “net-zero” energy use by generating a minimum of 75% of the development’s electrical needs through on-site systems.

7. The City may establish a protocol for the deconstruction of damaged schools and for the reuse of salvaged building materials in schools.

8. The City may establish a procedure for a utility rate rebate of 15% for all new schools constructed under green building standards.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Council requests a report and recommendations from the Administration concerning the Resolution and the Green Building Program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That pursuant to Section 4-401 (4) of the Home Rule Charter, the City Attorney in coordination with Global Green, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Office of Recovery and Development Administration (ORDA), Recovery School District (RSD) school system, and the Orleans Parish School Board (OPSB) is requested to prepare proposed draft ordinances or other legislation needed to implement the Green Building Program as described herein while affording the school systems the flexibility to select the LEED points that achieve LEED Silver.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of Council shall forward copies to the Mayor, the Chief Administrative Officer, Recovery School District, Louisiana State Superintendent of Education, OPSB and the City Attorney.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:
YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED.
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