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CITY HALL: May 1, 2008 
BY:
COUNCILMEMBERS WILLARD-LEWIS and CARTER

WHEREAS, on May 1, 1978, one of the City of New Orleans’ most distinguished native sons, the Honorable Ernest Nathan Morial, became the first African American inaugurated as Mayor, which has forever changed the history of our city; and

WHEREAS, Honorable “Dutch” Morial, as he was affectionately called, served the City as Mayor with distinction for two successive terms, from 1978 through 1986; and 
     WHEREAS, in acknowledging the historic significance and life contributions of the Honorable Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial to the civic life of our community, the New Orleans City Council highlights the following:

The Honorable Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial in 1976 was the first African American to serve on the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals.

He became the first African American in 1970 to serve as Juvenile Judge in the state of Louisiana.

In 1968, he was selected as General President of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  This fraternal organization was founded in 1906 by, and for African American college educated men.

The first person of African descent elected to the Louisiana Legislature since Reconstruction was Honorable “Dutch” Morial in 1967.

In 1954, “Dutch” Morial became the first African American to graduate from Louisiana State University’s Law School.


WHEREAS, the Honorable Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial was an accomplished, nationally renowned Civil Rights attorney and social justice advocate; and


WHEREAS, his achievements extend beyond his life, Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial also received posthumous honors.  The City of New Orleans renamed its convention center the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center in 1992 in honor of Honorable Mayor Morial.  In 1997, the Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center honored Ernest N. Morial with the dedication of the Ernest N. Morial Asthma, Allergy, and Respiratory Disease Center, Louisiana’s first comprehensive center for the education, prevention, treatment and research of asthma, a disease that the Honorable “Dutch” Morial suffered with and eventually died from on December 24, 1989; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED That this Council declares May 1, 2008 as Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial Day in the city and encourages all citizens, organizations, and groups to pause for one minute at 12:00 noon today in memory of him;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a portrait of Honorable Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial be placed in the lobby of City Hall through May 2, 2008 in honor of this New Orleans distinguished native son.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Council shall forward a certified copy of this resolution to Mrs. Sybil Morial, wife of the late Honorable Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial, and that a certified copy be placed in the archives of the City in testament thereof.


THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED.

CRS 08-47
