RESOLUTION
NO. R-08-139
CITY HALL:   March 20, 2008
BY:
COUNCILMEMBERS FIELKOW, CLARKSON, MIDURA, HEAD, CARTER, 

HEDGE-MORRELL AND WILLARD-LEWIS

WHEREAS, the United State Census Bureau’s annual population estimate serves as a basis for determining the amount of federal funding that cities receive for many essential human services, including education, homeless assistance, services for the elderly, childcare, mental health and substance abuse services, food assistance and pollution control; and
WHEREAS, the Census bases its estimates on the decennial census counts adding births, subtracting deaths, changes of address filed on IRS tax returns and Medicare forms, and records of legal immigration to determine the number of people who moved in or out of a city; and
WHEREAS, the U.S. Census estimate of the City’s population of 239,124 as of July, 2007 underestimates the actual population of the City which is presently believed to be at or approaching 300,000; and 
WHEREAS, because many people, particularly the poor, don’t file taxes, and because there is much international immigration that is not legal, these methods generate imperfect estimates; and

WHEREAS, based on 2007 population estimates for Louisiana an undercount of 60,000 people would mean a loss of nearly $56 million to the City of New Orleans over the next three years, depriving the City of funds vitally needed to provide mental health and substance abuse service, care for children and the elderly, transportation options and address the problem of homelessness; and
WHEREAS, the Census Bureau’s methodology has known limitations and the 2000 census found that county level estimates were off by an average of 3.3 percent, two out of three counties were underestimated, and counties that were rapidly growing or had a lot of international immigration were among those with the largest error rates; and

WHEREAS, last year, 59 cities and counties successfully challenged the Census Bureau’s population estimate; and
WHEREAS, the City has an opportunity to challenge these population estimates and will have until October 1, 2008 to complete its challenge; and 

WHEREAS, Allison Plyer of the Greater New Orleans Community Data Center (working with the Brookings Institute) and Greg Rigamer of GCR and Associates, have agreed to work together to lead the City’s efforts; and 

WHEREAS, it is the sense of the Council that this low estimate threatens to further stymie our recovery by presenting an inaccurate picture of our City and by denying us the money we need in critical areas; now, therefore
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, that it urges the U.S. Census Bureau to reconsider its low population estimates; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council supports and encourages all efforts to provide more accurate population estimates which would accurately reflect actual population of the City.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED.
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