RESOLUTION

NO. R-08-275
CITY HALL: May 28, 2008
BY: 
COUNCILMEMBERS CARTER, FIELKOW AND CLARKSON
WHEREAS, there is significant evidence that libraries play a major role in fostering literacy in our nation, particularly among those segments of the population that
need special assistance in developing literacy skills, such as preschool and elementary
school children; and
WHEREAS, public libraries are in a remarkable position to expose children to great quantities of print and meaningful language opportunities that researchers say are crucial to reading achievement; and 
WHEREAS, there is strong evidence that young people who are not fluent readers and writers by the end of third grade may never catch up to their peers; and
WHEREAS, the mission of the New Orleans Public Library is to inspire individuals and enrich the community through access to information, resources, technology and programming; and

 WHEREAS, a key component to gaining access to the information and services provided by the New Orleans Public Library is the acquisition of a library card; and
WHEREAS, the New Orleans Recreation Department (NORD) is second only to the New Orleans Public Schools in the number of children who utilize its services; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of New Orleans strongly believes that every child in the City of New Orleans should have a library card so as to have access to all of the information and services that the New Orleans Public Library has to offer; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of New Orleans strongly believes that every child in the City of New Orleans should have access to quality recreation programs, now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, That the Council of the City of New Orleans strongly requests that the New Orleans Recreation Department (NORD) work with the New Orleans Public Library to institute procedures so that when a child registers for any NORD program that the registration acts as a valid registration for a library card.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Council strongly requests that the New Orleans Public Library institute procedures to display materials related to New Orleans Recreation Department programs in all of its branches throughout the city.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Council directs the Clerk of Council to forward copies of this resolution to the director of the New Orleans Recreation Department and the Chairperson of the Board of the New Orleans Public Library.
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:



NAYS:



ABSENT:


AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED.
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