RESOLUTION
R-08-346

CITY HALL: June 20, 2007
By: COUNCILMEMBERS FIELKOW AND CLARKSON

            WHEREAS, 85% of New Orleans’ housing was severely damaged due to the effects of Hurricane Katrina; and

            WHEREAS, the City of New Orleans (“City”) and the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) previously agreed to use fourteen (14) of the City’s parks and playgrounds for placement of FEMA group trailer sites; and 

WHEREAS, the City worked with FEMA to initiate closure of group sites as persons were able to return to their residences, and requested assurances from FEMA that residents would be provided adequate relocation assistance prior to closing the group sites; and 

            WHEREAS, as of Spring 2008, all group trailers sites located on City parks and playgrounds were removed; and

WHEREAS, as of June 20, 2008, none of the 14 group trailer sites previously used as City parks and playgrounds have been re-opened; and

WHEREAS, in its June 20th, 2008 hearing the Youth and Recreation Committee of the New Orleans City Council (“Committee”) elicited testimony from representatives from the New Orleans Recreation Department (NORD), Parks and Parkways, the Office of Recovery and Development Administration (ORDA), the Mayor’s office, and FEMA to discuss the urgency of restoring the parks and playgrounds; and

WHEREAS, such testimony determined that:

· an understanding had been previously reached whereby 9 of the 14 parks and playgrounds would be re-opened with sod and 5 of the parks and playgrounds would be “seeded” for grass; 

· the sodding process is more costly than seeding the grass and that the seeding process requires a lengthier period of time before a park or playground can be opened for usage;

· the sodding process for certain parks and playgrounds would commence Thursday, June 26th, 2008, as FEMA contracts have been awarded for this work; and

WHEREAS, all parties at the special Committee meeting recognized that New Orleans youth and citizens alike continue to be deprived of the usage of parks and playgrounds, and subsequently agreed that immediate actions needed to be taken to expedite the restoration process; and

 

             WHEREAS, the Committee also recognized the urgent need of youth to have accessible parks and playgrounds during the summer months: NOW, THEREFORE 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS THAT, FEMA should immediately undertake removal of all utilities or other hindrances in connection with parks and playgrounds previously used for placement of group trailer sites, that all 14 parks and playgrounds should be immediately sodded with work to be commenced no later than Thursday, June 26th, and all 14 parks and playgrounds should be re-opened for use no later than thirty days from commencement of sodding (July 26th, 2008); and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, all of the parties will work in an expedited fashion to ensure that ancillary items connected with the re-opening of the parks and playgrounds, such as fences, backstops, etc., are also included in the restoration of the parks and playgrounds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Clerk of Council is hereby directed to forward certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of FEMA, Deputy CAO of the Mayor’s office, Director of Parks and Parkways, Director of NORD, Executive Director of ORDA, Office of the Federal Gulf Coast Coordinator, and the Louisiana Congressional Delegation. 

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND THE RESOLUTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED.
             

