RESOLUTION

R-08-724







CITY HALL: December 18, 2008 
BY:  COUNCILMEMBERS WILLARD-LEWIS, MIDURA, AND HEDGE-MORRELL

WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties (NACo) is a prominent and influential national organization, comprised of county commissioners, city or parish councilmembers, police jury members, and members of other local legislative bodies in all fifty states; and


WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties conducts its Annual Conference and Exposition in locales across the United States; and


WHEREAS, the City of New Orleans last hosted the National Association of Counties Annual Conference in July, 2002; and

WHEREAS, at that time, with the invaluable assistance of the Police Jury Association of Louisiana, the City of New Orleans partnered with the other 63 parishes of Louisiana to put on an event that NACo members across the country are still talking about today; and


WHEREAS, on September 8, 2008, NACo issued its Request for Proposals relative to its annual conferences in 2013, 2014, and 2015; and


WHEREAS, each NACo Annual Conference brings upward of 4,000 elected officials, spouses, and other dignitaries to the conference site during the month of July; and


WHEREAS, hosting a NACo Conference presents a unique opportunity to the host parish and the state to highlight and feature local and state culture for the benefit of the rest of the country and to engage in significant economic development during a summer month when tourism has traditionally dropped off; and

WHEREAS, the attached letter of Lieutenant Governor Mitch Landrieu endorses and supports the submission of New Orleans’ application to host NACo’s annual conferences in 2013, 2014, and/or 2015; and

WHEREAS, the attached letter from J. Stephen Perry, President, New Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau estimates the economic impact of hosting NACo’s annual conference in New Orleans to be $4,116,000.00.; and


WHEREAS, the attached Resolution of the Police Jury Association of Louisiana (PJLA), endorses and supports New Orleans’ hosting NACo; and

WHEREAS, the attached letter from Walter R. Brooks, Executive Director, Regional Planning Commission, strongly supports the city’s bid to host one or more of the upcoming NACo annual conferences; and


WHEREAS, the attached letter of Sandy Shilstone, President and CEO, New Orleans Tourism Marketing Corporation, endorses and supports New Orleans’ hosting NACo; and

WHEREAS, the City of New Orleans, the Police Jury Association of Louisiana and the New Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau, believe that submitting a proposal to host NACo Annual Conferences in 2013, 2014, and/or 2015 presents an exciting opportunity and is appropriate at this time; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS That the Council authorizes the submission of a proposal by the City of New Orleans, in conjunction with the Police Jury Association of Louisiana and the New Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau, to host the 2013, 2014, and/or 2015 National Association of Counties (NACo) Annual Conference and Exposition.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That in conjunction with submission of the aforesaid proposal, the City of New Orleans agrees to assume the financial responsibilities incumbent upon the host parish, as detailed in the NACo Request for Proposals issued September 8, 2008.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That certified copies of this resolution be included with the City’s official response to NACo’s September 8, 2008 Request for Proposals.


THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED.
