Resolution

NO.  R-08-604



    CITY HALL:  November 6, 2008

BY:
COUNCILMEMBERS CLARKSON, MIDURA AND HEAD

WHEREAS, Low-income Medicare beneficiaries also have Medicaid.  They are “the elderly and disabled poor.”


WHEREAS, In 2000, Louisiana decreased payments for low-income Medicare beneficiaries which “crossed-over” from Medicare to Louisiana Medicaid for payment.


WHEREAS, Louisiana’s policy of decreasing reimbursement only for low-income Medicare beneficiaries disproportionately harms poor people with Medicaid.


WHEREAS, In New Orleans, low-income Medicare beneficiaries are, disproportionately, elderly African Americans and mentally and physically disabled people.  It is now illegal for these people to receive the same Medicare benefits which wealthy beneficiaries receive.


WHEREAS, This creates a financial incentive for physicians to move from poor neighborhoods into wealthy neighborhoods and hurts New Orleans’ healthcare recovery.


WHEREAS, This decreases psychiatric access and heightens our mental health crisis.


WHEREAS, Low-income Medicare beneficiaries in New Orleans receive 85% of their promised Medicare benefits, but low-income Medicare beneficiaries in 60 other Louisiana parishes receive 90% of their benefits.


BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NEW ORLEANS CITY COUNCIL, requests the State of Louisiana restore Medicare-Medicaid crossover payments so all Medicare beneficiaries in New Orleans have equal access to their Medicare benefits.


THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED.

