MOTION
NO. M-08-688 







CITY HALL: December 18, 2008 
BY:
COUNCILMEMBER FIELKOW
SECONDED BY:

WHEREAS, Article VI, Chapter 1; Article III, Section 3-115, and Article IV, Chapter 2, Section 4-206(1)(f) of the Home Rule Charter of the City of New Orleans provide procedures for submission, consideration and adoption of the annual operating budget of the City of New Orleans; and


WHEREAS, Specifically, Article VI, Chapter 1, Section 6-102(1) requires the Chief Administrative Officer to annually provide not later than the first day of August of each year sufficient data relating to the current and preceding year’s appropriations and expenditures; and


WHEREAS, Article VI, Chapter 1, Section 6-102(8) requires the Mayor to submit the operating budget and the proposed revenue and operating budget ordinances to the Council no later than the first day of November of each year: and

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 3-115(2) of the Home Rule Charter requires the Council to adopt the City’s annual operating budget no later than the first day of December of each year; and


WHEREAS, it is the experience of the Council that the present schedule for adoption of the City’s annual operating budget as mandated by the Home Rule Charter, provides insufficient time for the Council to engage in inadequate budget review and deliberations, and to solicit and assimilate meaningful input from the public and other interested entities in its deliberations; and


WHEREAS, additionally, it is the sense of the Council that an independent review and analysis of the current annual budget adoption and ongoing budget review processes and resources may facilitate and enhance the Council’s performance of its fiduciary and Charter mandated responsibilities relative to fiscal and budgetary oversight; NOW THEREFORE

BE IT MOVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, that it hereby requests the Office of Inspector General for the City of New Orleans conduct a thorough national review of best practices of budgetary processes in mayor/council municipalities. 


BE IT MOVED that the Inspector General is also requested to perform an analysis of the City’s current annual operating budget adoption and ongoing budget review processes including, but not limited to:
· Amending the Home Rule Charter to require submission of the annual operating budget several months earlier than the November 1st date required for in the Charter; and

· Requiring the Chief Administrative Officer, or Director of Finance to annually provide not later than the first day of March of each year, sufficient data to be analyzed by the City Council relating to the current and previous year’s appropriations and expenditures; and 

· Requiring provision to the Council of monthly comparisons of actual and budgeted revenues and expenditures for preceding and current fiscal years; and

· Resources necessary to facilitate the Council’s annual budget adoption process and ongoing budget review process.
and that no later than March 30, 2009, the Office of Inspector General present these findings to a joint meeting of Budget/Governmental Affairs Committees for review and consideration. 

BE IT FURTHER MOVED that the Chief Administrative Office and Director of Finance are requested to provide input to and work with the Inspector General in the conduct of this review and analysis.

BE IT FURTHER MOVED that a certified copy of this Motion be forwarded to the Chief Administrative Officer, the Director of Finance, the Council Fiscal Officer, the Chair of the Ethics Review Board and the Inspector General of New Orleans. 

THE FOREGOING MOTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE MOTION WAS ADOPTED. 
