RESOLUTION
NO. R-08-162 

CITY HALL:   April 3, 2008
BY:
COUNCILMEMBER WILLARD-LEWIS, HEDGE-MORRELL, AND FIELKOW

SECONDED BY:

WHEREAS, the concept of a youth sports complex had been proposed for eastern New Orleans prior to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita; and

WHEREAS, the site of the Six Flags Amusement park has been idle since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, there are no plans to reopen the Six Flags Amusement Park and the owner is currently in negotiations to resolve outstanding financial obligations to the City; and


WHEREAS, in February 2008, a number of state and city officials traveled to Orlando, Florida to meet with officials of the “Disney Wide World of Sports” complex and to tour the facilities; and


WHEREAS, the concept of a youth sports complex in New Orleans East has been favorably received by the community in the past and is supported by the community, local and state officials; and     


WHEREAS, The Council supports the concept of a youth sports complex at the Six Flags site as a potential economic development and recreation benefit for New Orleans and as a catalyst for the recovery of eastern New Orleans; 


WHEREAS, The City has issued a Request For Proposals for a feasibility study for the development of a youth sports complex at the Six Flags site; and


WHEREAS, The Council believes development funding is crucial to moving this project forward and members of the Louisiana Legislature have expressed a desire to lead this effort in the current Regular Legislative Session; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS, that it hereby requests the New Orleans delegation to the Louisiana State Legislature to include in the State Capital Outlay bill sufficient development funding for a potential youth sports complex in eastern New Orleans suitable for recreational and/or community-oriented uses that supports the best and highest use of the land and advances the economic recovery and neighborhood stabilization of the community.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Motion be sent to The New Orleans delegation to the Louisiana State Legislature.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED. 

