RESOLUTION
NO. R-08- 183
CITY HALL:    April 17, 2008
BY:
COUNCILMEMBERS FIELKOW AND CLARKSON

WHEREAS, various transportation studies conducted over the past thirty years within the East-West Corridor -- US 61, I-10, LA 3139 and LA 48 -- linking the River Parishes, Jefferson Parish and Orleans Parish to the New Orleans Central Business have concluded that both highway and mass transit improvements are necessary to meet growing transportation mobility, travel demands, and evacuation needs within the corridor; and, 

WHEREAS, among the conclusions reached by these studies include the following:
1. That an improved highway connection was necessary between the existing Earhart Expressway (LA3139) terminus at LA 3154 (Dickory Avenue) to the vicinity of I-310, and
2. That a new transit rail system be implemented between the New Orleans CBD and the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport (LANOIA) to daily serve commuters, air travelers and to support transit-related economic development opportunities in the corridor; and


WHEREAS, the approved Metropolitan Transportation Plan and Statewide Transportation Plan include the above transportation mobility improvements for further development and advancement through phased implementation; and


WHEREAS, the most critical need to the future success of both highway and transit projects is to secure, preserve, and place under public ownership the one hundred fifty foot wide railroad and drainage right-of-way currently, owned by Kansas City Southern Railroad (KCS), which runs parallel to and is immediately adjacent to US61/Airline Highway; and


WHEREAS, this is very likely the last opportunity the public sector will have to acquire this right-of-way as a package given the increasing private sector demands on KCS to sell portions of its right-of-way; and


WHEREAS, it is imperative that the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development be fully apprised of the urgent need to acquire and preserve this transportation right-of-way for continuing and future transportation purposes, including a phased buy-out of the property by either the Department (LA DOTD) or Jefferson Parish with State reimbursement to the Parish for documented property acquisitions; and

WHEREAS, at its meeting of April 8, 2008, the Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson Orleans and St. Bernard Parishes acting in its capacity as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the New Orleans Region unanimously adopted Resolution Number 08-2007, which calls upon the Louisiana Recovery Authority and the Louisiana Legislature to appropriate up to $20 million (based on current appraisals) for the phased acquisition of approximately 12.0 miles of the above named right-of-way for future transportation purposes, consistent with the approved Metropolitan and Statewide Transportation Plans, and;

WHEREAS, the Regional Planning Commission has requested that Jefferson Parish and Orleans Parish pass similar Resolutions requesting the State of Louisiana secure and preserve the old KCS rail right-of-way for future transportation use, now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of New Orleans, that it expresses its support for RPC Resolution 08-2007 and hereby calls upon the Louisiana Recovery Authority and the Louisiana Legislature to appropriate up to $20 million (based on current appraisals) for the phased acquisition of approximately 12.0 miles of the above named right-of-way for future transportation purposes; 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the Executive Director of the Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans and St. Bernard Parishes and to the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. 
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED. 
