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New Orleans, LA - February 5, 2009 - Today the New Orleans City 
Council passed a Motion and an Ordinance requiring that the City's 
competitive selection process for professional services contracts comply 
with the Louisiana Open Meetings law, and a Motion requesting that the 
Administration come into compliance with the law on the Executive 
Branch's number of take-home vehicles.

 
The Council also introduced an Ordinance to reconcile the conflicting 
ordinances related to the domicile of City employees and take-home 
vehicles, and voted to override the Mayor's veto of an Ordinance pertaining 
to the 2009 Budget funding allocation for the Youth Study Center.  

Additionally, the Council passed legislation urging the extension of the 
Disaster Housing Assistance Program, requesting a report on the cost and 
feasibility of the implementation of wireless internet services in the Council 
Chamber, and expediting the construction of five libraries throughout the 
City.
 
Councilmembers also addressed Mardi Gras presentations by the Krewe of 
Zulu, Krewe of Muses, and Krewe of Choctaw. 
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Supported Transparent Competitive Selection Process
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 

Council passed Ordinance Calendar No. 27,069 and Motion M-08-380, 
authored by Councilmember Fielkow, requiring that both the Executive 
and Legislative branches of City Government, in their professional service 
contracting processes, comply with the Louisiana Open Meetings Law.
 
Councilmember Arnie Fielkow said, "This legislation calls for further 
openness and transparency by both the Executive and Legislative branches 
of City Government when dealing with professional service contracts and 
the awarding of public dollars. It is critical that this is done in a totally 
open process to the public."
 
The Louisiana Attorney General rendered an advisory opinion that 
meetings involving the awarding of professional services contracts 
are subject to the Louisiana Open Meetings Law. See the Attorney 
General's advisory opinion in full here.
 
Mayor Nagin's Administration requested a reconsideration by the Attorney 
General of his advisory opinion and the Attorney General reaffirmed its 
original opinion. See the Attorney General's reaffirmed opinion in full 
here.
 
Interim Inspector General Leonard Odom, along with representatives from 
the Bureau of Governmental Research (BGR), the New Orleans Business 
Council, the Ethics Review Board, the Public Law Center, and other good 
government and citizen groups came before the Council to give their 
opinions and recommendations on the matter.
 
Click here to view an additional News Release on these legislative 
instruments.

http://archive.nolacitycouncil.com/newsfiles/2009/2009Jan9AGOpinion08-0211A.pdf
http://archive.nolacitycouncil.com/newsfiles/2009/2009Feb4FielkowOpenMeetingsLawLegislation.pdf


Addressed Take-Home Cars Compliance
 
The Council passed Motion M-09-49, co-authored by Councilmembers Midura 
and Head, requesting that the Mayor present on or before March 13th a plan 
for compliance with the City Code mandating that the executive branch 
assign no more than 50 take-home cars to employees.
 
The Motion also states that the plan must: designate which of the current 
take-home vehicles should be considered the 50 take-home vehicles 
permitted by the City Code, provide protocol for the disposition of the 
vehicles in excess of the quota, and establish an official policy to determine 
which posts within City government will be permitted the use of take-home 
vehicles.
 

Julie Schwam Harris of the Mayor's 
Office of Intergovernmental Relations 
presented the Administration's opinion 
on the matter, stating that the 
Administration is taking a systematic 
approach to evaluating whether or not 
50 take-home vehicles is an adequate 
number to meet the needs of the 
Executive Branch.
 
Adherence to the 50 car rule would 
allow take-home vehicles for the 
approximately 15 administrative 
department heads as well as additional 

vehicles for the Mayor's own use.
 
Councilmembers Midura and Head also introduced Ordinance Calendar No. 
27,254 to reconcile the conflicting ordinances related to the domicile of City 
employees and take-home vehicles.
 
In a January 30, 2009 response to the Inspector General's vehicle report, the 
administration cited ordinance "contradict[ion]" as a reason for failing to 
comply with the City ordinances prohibiting more than the administration's 
50 take-home cars.
 
District "B" Councilmember Stacy Head stated, "This Ordinance should 
remove any argument that take-home vehicles are appropriate for 
administration employees residing outside of Orleans Parish. This is intended 
to ensure that administrative executives who choose to live outside of our 
Parish do not subject the City to liability, maintenance or gas costs based on 
that lifestyle decision."
 
Click here to view an additional News Release on these legislative 
instruments.



Supports Funding for the Youth Study Center
 

The Council voted to override the Mayor's 
veto of Ordinance Calendar No. 27,303, 
authored by Councilmember Midura, 
requiring that prior to expenditure of the 
2009 Budget funds appropriated for the 
Youth Study Center, Capital Projects and 
Human Services present the conceptual 
design submission of the Youth Study 
Center to the Criminal Justice Committee 
for approval prior to entering into the 
construction document phase of the 
project.
 
Councilmember Shelley Midura said, "We 
should exercise our responsibility as 
legislators over the redevelopment of this 
very important facility. We must 
collaborate with national experts to 

implement national best practices in the redevelopment of this facility to 
ensure that we have all the necessary tools to improve the lives of youth 
while advancing the interests of public safety."
 
Director of Capital Projects Bill Chrisman came before the Council to 
reaffirm his support of the Ordinance and the incorporation of best practices 
into the Youth Study Center, and to emphasize the need for additional 
funding to properly rebuild the facility.

Urged Extension of Recovery Housing Program
 

The Council passed Resolution R-09-50, co-authored 
by Councilmembers Fielkow and Midura, urging the U.
S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) and FEMA take immediate action to extend for 
one year the Disaster Housing Assistance Program 
(DHAP). 
 
The program, administered by HUD and FEMA, assists 
Louisiana residents still in need after Hurricanes 

Katrina and Rita. The rental assistance provided under DHAP has been 
instrumental in allowing Louisiana families to remain in their local 
communities while the state and federal governments work to stabilize the 
affordable housing market.
 
Council Vice President Arnie Fielkow said, "DHAP is currently scheduled to 
end on February 28th, potentially placing thousands of high-risk families 
including elderly, disabled and families with children, at risk of 
homelessness. The short-term extension of this program will allow the state 
to work with the federal government to assess the needs of the remaining 



households, assist the transition of families out of the program, and develop 
a plan to support those with outstanding needs."

Explored Implementation of Wireless Internet in Council Chamber
 

The Council passed Resolution R-09-51, 
coauthored by Councilmembers Fielkow and 
Midura, to assess the feasibility of implementation 
of wireless internet services in the Council 
Chamber.
 
The Resolution requests that the Director of the 
Council Utilities Regulatory Office investigate the 
cost and any related issues regarding 
implementation of wireless internet in the 
Chamber and report back to the Council's Cable & 
Telecommunications Committee within 45 days 

with a report on these items.

Expedited the Construction of Five Libraries
 

The Council passed Ordinance Calendar No. 27,324, 
authored by Councilmember Clarkson, to add five 
additional projects to the list of approved projects to 
permit design-build procedures to be implemented, 
all of them public libraries.

The City of New Orleans previously passed Ordinance 
Calendar No. 27,059 authorizing 21 projects to be 
developed through design-build procedures.
 
The five libraries are Algiers Regional Library, Nora 
Navra Library, Norman Mayer Library, Robert E. 
Smith Library and New Orleans East Regional Library.
 

Director of Capital Projects Bill Chrisman came before the Council to give an 
explanation of the design-build method which expedites the City's recovery 
projects by streamlining the contracting process, making it possible for one 
company to get a combined contract for both the design and build of a 
project. Chrisman also gave brief updates on the construction of these five 
new libraries and timelines for completion.
 
Council President Jacquelyn Brechtel Clarkson said, "The construction of 
these libraries is a true testament to recovery in New Orleans. Through the 
design-build method teams of architects and contractors work together to 
expedite the completion of rebuilding projects throughout the City."



Supported New Orleans Mardi Gras Krewes
  
As the three Special Orders of Business, the Council welcomed three Mardi 
Gras Krewes to the chamber. 
 

Krewe of Zulu members, along with the King and Queen of Zulu, thanked the 
Council for their support and announced a newly opened exhibit in the 
Lakeside Shopping Mall which displays Zulu kings and Krewe members dating 
back to the early days of the organization in recognition of the Krewe's 
centennial year. Zulu members also gave details on the Coronation 
Ball and recognized the Krewe of Muses for their assistance and support 
of Zulu after Hurricane Katrina.
 

Members of the Krewe of Muses appeared before the Council to speak about 
this year's parade theme and the Krewe's annual Honorary Muse. 
Councilmembers recognized the Krewe for its creativity and its inclusive 
membership open to all women over eighteen years old. The Muses 
representatives thanked the Council for their ongoing support of the Krewe.
 

The Krewe of Choctaw was represented in the Chamber by several Krewe 
members who spoke about the Krewe's beginnings in Algiers and its 
upcoming 75th Anniversary. Krewe members highlighted the Krewe's 
upcoming river parade this Saturday, February 7th, which brings both East 
Bank and West Bank revelers together to enjoy Carnival festivities.



New Orleans City Council
The New Orleans City Council is the legislative branch of New Orleans City government. The Council 
considers and enacts all local laws that govern the City of New Orleans. The Council also approves the 
operating and capital budgets for the City, as recommended by the mayor, and continually monitors 
revenues and expenditures for local government operations. The City Council is also the regulatory body 
for public utilities. It also reviews and has final say on many land use and zoning matters, as well as 
considers major economic development projects for the City. As a Board of Review for Orleans Parish, the 
Council examines appeals of property tax assessments for real estate taxes, and certifies tax rolls to the 
Louisiana Tax Commission. Other responsibilities of the Council include overseeing the operation of the 
public access television in Orleans Parish. 

The City Council is comprised of five districts and two councilmembers-at-large. Council President and 
Councilmember-at-Large Jacquelyn Brechtel Clarkson; Council Vice-President and Councilmember-at-Large 
Arnie Fielkow; District "A" Councilmember Shelley Midura; District "B" Councilmember Stacy S. Head; 
District "C" Councilmember James Carter; District "D" Councilmember Cynthia Hedge-Morrell; and District 
"E" Councilmember Cynthia Willard-Lewis.
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New Orleans, LA - February 4, 2009 - In a January 30, 
2009 response to the Inspector General's vehicle report, the 
administration cited ordinance "contradict[ion]" as a reason 
for failing to comply with the City ordinances prohibiting 
more than the administration's 50 take-home cars 
(excluding police and fire vehicles).   
  
In an effort to clear any road-blocks to the administration's 
compliance with City ordinances related to legally-allowed 
take-home cars, Councilmembers Midura and Head plan to 
introduce an Ordinance at the City Council meeting on 
Thursday, February 5, 2009 that will reconcile the 
conflicting ordinances related to the domicile of City 
employees and take-home vehicles.   

  

District "B" Councilmember Stacy Head stated, "This 
Ordinance should remove any argument that take-home 
vehicles are appropriate for administration employees 
residing outside of Orleans Parish."  

  

She further stated that "This is not intended to penalize 
people for living outside the parish, but instead to ensure 
that administrative executives who choose to live outside of 
our Parish do not subject the City to liability, maintenance 
or gas costs based on that lifestyle decision."  
  
Additionally, in order to draw focus on adherence to the 50 
car rule, which would allow take-home vehicles for the 15 
or so administrative department heads as well as additional 
vehicles for the Mayor's own use, the Councilmembers will 
introduce a Motion which calls on the administration to 
comply with the existing law and to turn over vehicles in 
excess of the quota by March 13, 2009.   

  

The Fourth Quarter 2008 Take-Home Vehicle Report 
furnished to the City Council on January 30, 2009 by the 
Assistant Chief Administrative Officer of the Equipment 
Maintenance Division supports the findings of the Inspector 
General in the Interim Report on the Management of the 
Administrative Vehicle Fleet that the executive branch total 
of vehicles far exceeds the permitted quota by ordinance. 



  
Councilmember Head continued, "After careful review it 
may even be possible to restrict the number of take-home 
vehicles further than 50. The public needs to remember 
that these actions have no bearing on pool vehicles. Pool 
vehicles should be available for City employee use 
including: the Department of Safety and Permits, Historic 
District Landmarks Commission (HDLC), and the Mayor's 
communications staff." 

 
  

 
New Orleans City Council 
The New Orleans City Council is the legislative branch of New Orleans city government. The 
Council considers and enacts all local laws that govern the City of New Orleans. The Council also 
approves the operating and capital budgets for the City, as recommended by the mayor, and 
continually monitors revenues and expenditures for local government operations. The City Council 
is also the regulatory body for public utilities. It also reviews and has final say on many land use 
and zoning matters, as well as considers major economic development projects for the City. As a 
Board of Review for Orleans Parish, the Council examines appeals of property tax assessments for 
real estate taxes, and certifies tax rolls to the Louisiana Tax Commission. Other responsibilities of 
the Council include overseeing the operation of the public access television in Orleans Parish.  
 
The City Council is comprised of five districts and two councilmembers-at-large. Council President 
and Councilmember-at-Large Jacquelyn Brechtel Clarkson; Council Vice-President and 
Councilmember-at-Large Arnie Fielkow; District "A" Councilmember Shelley Midura; District "B" 
Councilmember Stacy S. Head; District "C" Councilmember James Carter; District "D" 
Councilmember Cynthia Hedge-Morrell; and District "E" Councilmember Cynthia Willard-Lewis.  
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